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Dear Brothers,

Happy Easter!  Once again, we celebrate the radical hope that we have in the Lord’s Resurrection.  The call to new life, as we all know, is not just the call to eternal life after death.  The call to new life is always present in every moment of each day.  We can interpret our reality with faith and filled with grateful love or choose to see our reality as a great fiasco.  

Those who have no faith or have closed themselves to the experience of God’s love will see only death and destruction, as did many when Jesus died on the cross.  But, for us, who do have faith and know his love, we see only the great transformative experience to new and abundant life.  

We live in a world of disillusionment.  Many people have lost the sense of their own self worth and the meaning of their existence because of the economic crisis.  The idol of money has failed them.  Are we tempted towards the same disillusionment?  I hope not.  God’s love is no less generous today than it was when our investments were bringing in great yields and prosperity seemed to have no limits.  Today our MSC community shares the plight of the vast majority of people around the globe in terms of our economic losses, but we do not share with them the crisis of faith.  Another thing that separates us from many is that we are certainly not unemployed.  In fact, there is more need for our witness, our ministry, our hard work and solidarity with the poor than ever before.  We are called to be witnesses of the Risen Lord and give hope to others from our own experience of His faithful love in our lives, in good times and in bad.  We know that a person has value for who they are and not for what they have.  To make the people that we come into contact with aware of their own dignity as persons is central to our spirituality.  

One of the clear signs of faith and hope is seen in our process of strategic planning.  We believe there is a future and we plan as co-creators of that future.  That is a sign of hope.  Our Development office is working very hard to share our vision and hope for the future with everyone we come in contact with. People contribute when they know it is for something and not just a reaction from something (like investment losses).  The Vocation department is inviting young men to join us because we are going somewhere, not simply because we want more members.  Our LHJ Ministry believes that the healing power of God is stronger than any illness of a society in despair.  Our justice and peace efforts and especially our web page is a concrete sign that we believe in a world being made anew through the loving Heart of our God.  Our developing ministries in social justice are aimed at fulfilling what we read in our Constitutions. “In the poor and little ones, in all the victims of injustice and violence, we will discover the face of Christ.  He asks us to bring his love into their lives.  In answer to his call, we will show our compassion towards them by working courageously to guarantee their human rights and to change the hearts of their oppressors” (MSC Constitutions N. 22).  We live today in a global village and are more interconnected with MSC from around the world and this enhances our multi-cultural, international ministry. The most hopeful and joyful growth of our Chevalier charism is seen in the rapid growth and development of lay MSC around the globe.

If any of you, my brothers, were walking with “downcast hearts” as were the two disciples in the Emmaus story, may your hearts now burn within you with new hope in this Easter season, for He is Risen, ALLELUIA.







Sincerely in the Sacred Heart,
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                                                      V. Rev. Joseph S. Jablonski, MSC

                                                      Provincial Superior

